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RESPONSE UNDER RULE 111 


Dear Sir: 

The Office Action mailed December 6, 2004 has been carefully reviewed and 
considered. In response, the Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections and request 
reconsideration of the claims. 

In the Office Action, claims 1, 6, 8, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
Section 102(b) as being anticipated by Percoco et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,887,856). 
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The present claims recite a preassernbled lock assembly comprising a lock case 
assembly, a lock actuating assembly and a mounting plate that can be inserted into and 
effectively secured within a lock assembly receiving opening within an enclosure door. 
The claims recite the enclosure door having a plurality of lock assembly receiving 
opening edges that interconnect with each other to fully surround the lock assembly 
receiving opening. 

In the discussion on pages 2 and 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner notes that 
the lock assembly of Percoco et al. can be secured within a lock receiving opening 
shown in Figure 4 of the '856 patent. The Examiner also notes that the lock assembly 
receiving opening edges (40), shown in Figure 4, interconnect with each other to fully 
surround the lock receiving opening and further notes that "the edges are connected 
with other edges and these edges form a three-dimensional perimeter that fully 
surround the opening". 

The Applicant has carefully reviewed the '856 patent to Percoco et al. and 
respectfully disagree with the Examiner. It is respectfully submitted that surround 
means to enclose on all sides and it is evident that the opening disclosed in the '856 
patent is open on one side allowing the lock assembly to slide into the opening from the 
open side through which the lock assembly parts may be communicated. For that 
reason, it is respectfully submitted that the edges disclosed by Percoco et al. do not 
fully surround the opening as assert by the Examiner. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of page 1295 from the American Heritage Dictionary 
of the English Language, published by Houghton Mifflin Company, Copyright 1776. On 
this page, the word surround is defined to mean: 1. to extend on all sides of 
simultaneously; encircle; ring. 2. to enclose or confine on all sides so as to bar escape 
or outside communication. 

It is respectfully submitted that a review of the opening in the '856 patent will 
show that the opening is not enclosed or confined on all sides as required by the 
definition of the American Heritage Dictionary. Therefore, the Examiner's Section 
102(b) rejection of the aforementioned claims is respectfully traversed and 
reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
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On page 3 of the Office Action, claims 2 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
Section 103(a) as being unpatentable over the '856 patent as applied to claims 1 and 8, 
in further view of U.S. Patent No. 5,113,675 to Uyeda. In this regard, the Applicant 
respectfully traverses this further rejection in view of the differences between the 
opening disclosed in the '856 patent and the opening recited in the present claims 
noted above. In view of these differences, it is respectfully submitted that the as further 
grounds for rejection of these further claims is moot in that an opening of the type 
recited in the claims is not shown in the cited prior art. 

The allowable subject matter noted by the Examiner on the bottom of page 3 and 
at the top of page 4 is noted with appreciation. The Applicant also notes with 
appreciation the opportunity to distinguish the opening in the enclosure door in which 
the present preassembled lock assembly is inserted and secured. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully asserted that the claims are now in 
condition for allowance and notification to that effect is earnestly solicited. 

If the undersigned Attorney can be of any assistance to the Examiner in 
resolving any further matter standing in the way of allowance of the present application, 
the Examiner is urged to contact the undersigned Attorney by telephone at the 
telephone number provided below. Thank you. 


Respectfully submitted, 


for the Applicant, 

Randy L. Squier 
by his Attorneys, 
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